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Is it just me or is there anyone else here who has ever made a bad decision, I mean a really bad decision?

Some decisions in life are of no consequence. What color socks should I wear, which soup will I have with my lunch today.

But there are other decisions that have way more impact and have lasting consequences.

I did a quick Google search this week on the worst decisions in history.

Here is just a sampling of what I found.

Beginning of time: Adam and Eve decided to eat the apple.

12th Century BC: The Trojans decided to let it the horse in. 
The impenetrable fortress of Troy was the scene for Homer’s legendary tale of a. The Greeks threw everything at the Trojans, but to no avail. The proud Trojan army was on the cusp of victory, until one afternoon they found a giant wooden horse parked at their gate. Thinking it was a gift, they let it in, along with a bundle of Greek soldiers. Oops.

1173: Work begins on the Leaning Tower of Pisa
What is now considered a major global attraction; is actually a major design mess-up. The guilty architect’s identity is unknown, but whoever it was made a fundamental error by planning to build a massive, 164 foot tall tower on soft soil. 
1912: The Titanic sets sail
When it was unveiled in 1912, the Titanic was the most sturdy, solid thing ever to float on water. It was unsinkable. So, in order to make more room for shuffleboard, many of the lifeboats were ditched and the ship departed Southampton assured that there was no need for the safety devices. A block of ice and over a thousand lost souls later, and perhaps ditching the lifeboats wasn’t the smartest idea.

Decca Records passes on the Beatles
The Beatles' auditioned for Decca Records on New Year's Day 1961. The decision was made by representative Mike Smith to instead sign a local act from London, Brian Poole and the Tremeloes. Decca's reasoning was that "guitar groups are on the way out." The Beatles went on to become the best-selling band in the history of the world.

Ross Perot passes on Microsoft for cheap
At the time, Ross Perot didn't view then-23-year-old Bill Gates' $40-to-$60 million asking price as reasonable, and thus opted not to make a move. It was 1979, and Perot's Electronic Data Systems was worth about $1 billion. The company was looking to invest in a small computer company, and saw Microsoft as an attractive option because it could potentially supply valuable software. Gates was hoping to enter the corporate marketplace, but refused to undersell his hard work. 

Then there is the NBA draft pick of 1984. The Portland Trail Blazers' decided to go with the 7ft 1in Sam Bowie as their pick over Michael Jordan. Bowie blazed a trail in the trainer's room, sitting out 189 games in his first four seasons. He retired shortly thereafter. Jordan fared rather better
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You see here’s the thing. 

The decisions we make and the advice we take is critical.
Some of the decisions we make and the advice we take today will have a lasting impact. Some of our decisions that we make today will affect our lives and the lives of future generations to come.

And if there is anything in these last few chapters of the Story that we have been studying illustrate, is this fact. The decisions we make and the advice we take is critical.

It’s been a few weeks since we have been in the story so let me take just a moment and remind you of just some of those bad decisions that were made.

Moses, back in Deuteronomy 28, said to the people of Israel, at the end of his life, Obey God’s principles. If you do what God asks of you to do, if you live the way God asks you to live then the consequences are incredible blessings.

But if you choose to disregard God’s principles for living and choose to live the way of the world and follow false gods, then curses will be the consequences for your decisions.  

Did the people obey? No. Poor decisions. 

Joshua, the next generation, at the end of his life in Joshua chapter 24, says to the people; “You have to choose this day whom you will serve. 

You can choose to serve the gods beyond the river or you can choose to serve the God of heaven. But as for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”

The people all said; Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! We will serve God. They made a decision but did they follow that decision? No.


Saul becomes king and in 1 Samuel 13 God says to Saul; “Listen if you will follow me and do all that I command and stay away from all the foreign gods and all the foreign idols then I will bless you and your kingdom and your reign will last for a long time.

But if you choose not to, then I will take the kingdom and the throne away from you and from your family.” 

Saul made bad decisions.

David is then anointed king, a man after God’s own heart. And God said to him; “Now listen if you stay true to me and true to my principles and my commandments then I will bless you. I will make the Davidic covenant with you and the kingdom will remain in your family for ever and ever.

Yet David chose to have an affair with Bathsheba. And David chose to kill her husband Uriah. David made some bad decisions. 

And even though David repented and was forgiven, those decisions resulted in bad consequences.

And David’s son Solomon now becomes king. And he asked God to give him wisdom and God gave him supernatural wisdom.

And God makes this promise to Solomon.  God says: “If you will obey me and walk in my ways and do what I ask you to do and don’t play with other gods then I will bless you and I will take care of you forever.”

Solomon had to make a decision. And as wise as he was, Solomon made some poor choices in making his decisions.

So the Lord says to Solomon in 1 Kings 11, beginning in verse 9.

In fact, if you would go ahead and turn in your Bibles to 1 Kings 11:9. And as we turn there, let me pray:

9 The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 

10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. 

11 So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 

12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 

13 Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen." 
  
This is a beautiful thing; God’s ultimate upper story will not be stopped by our bad decisions. The question is whether or not we will be a part of the story.
 
And so now with this curse hanging over his head we roll into chapter 14 of the Story, the abridged version of 1 Kings, chapters 12-16.

Now I have to say that I study this in college and in seminary and even so after reading chapter 14 in the story I kind of went; “What?”

There are just a lot of facts and names and information here and it can be very confusing. So let’s see if we can kind of work through this a bit together.
Because of Solomon’s sin and his poor decisions: 
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God determined that there was going to be a division in the kingdom.

Ten of the tribes, which represent the largest portion of the land, will break off and form their own nation with their own king. 

This northern kingdom will be called Israel. 

The other two tribes, Judah the largest tribe in Israel and Benjamin one of the smallest tribes will make up the southern kingdom. 

The southern kingdom will be called Judah.

Judah includes both Judah and Benjamin.

And we will see that 

Jeroboam will be the king in the north

Rehoboam will be king in the south
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So starting here in chapter 14 of the Story on through chapter 17 we are going to read about:

The series of kings who ruled over these two nations 

Now:
All of the kings in the north were bad.

They did evil in the sight of the Lord. And:

Most of the kings in the southern kingdom are just as bad. 

In fact there are 38 kings that follow Solomon in the south and all but five of them are bad, doing all kinds of evil. 

What we are going to read about in chapters 14-17 is God’s interactions with these kings and the prophets he is going to bring to tell them what is going to happen if they didn’t shape up and how God is going to use other nations to bring discipline.

So that’s kind of a thumbnail picture of where we are and what we are going to be studying over the next few weeks.

Now, back in 1 Kings 11, God tells Ahijah [akh-ee-yah] the prophet to anoint Jeroboam because he was going to be over the ten northern tribes. This is the largest portion of the land and will be called Israel.  

Jeroboam was one of Solomon’s servants. As a result of his good work Solomon had promoted him over all of the forced labor of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh (The house of Joseph).

You see, in order for Solomon to complete all his aggressive building projects he placed heavy taxes on the people of Israel and each tribe had to supply laborers to complete the work.

So when Solomon hears that Ahijah [akh-ee-yah] the prophet had anointed Jeroboam to be king of the northern tribes it obviously didn’t sit too well with him and he tries to find a way to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam flees to Egypt for protection.

Then the last thing in 1 Kings 11 we see the Solomon sleeps with his fathers and is buried in the city of David.

Now that brings us to 1 Kings 12:1:
Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Israelites had gone there to make him king. 

When Solomon died it was only natural that his son Rehoboam would take over the throne. 

And Shecham would have been a logical place to his coronation.

It was at Shechem that God first appeared to Abraham in the land and promised to give him all of Canaan (Gen. 12:6-7). 

Jacob later settled there (Gen. 33:18-20) and Joseph was buried there (Josh. 24:32). 

After they had entered the Promised Land the Israelites, at Shechem in the valley between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, dedicated themselves to keep the Mosaic Law (Josh. 24:1-27). 

This sacred spot should have reminded the Israelites of their divinely revealed destiny as a nation and of God’s faithfulness. 

In the meantime, Jeroboam got word in Egypt that Solomon had died and he began to make his way back to Israel. And when the leaders of the tribes heard that he was back they sent for him and Jeroboam and the leaders al went to Rehoboam and said:

1 Kings 12:4 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.” 

So Rehoboam tells to go and return in three days. Then he consulted with the elders who had served with his father. He asks them what he should do to keep this kingdom together.

They told him because his father had so over taxed them and overworked them that if you just ease off a bit they would serve him as king forever.

In 1 Kings 12:7 we read: “…If today you will be a servant to these people and serve them and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your servants.” 
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Rehoboam makes the very first of his bad decisions.

In 1 Kings 12:8 we are told that “…Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him.” 

These were young men who had grown up with him. These were young men of privilege and they were serving him.

These are guys who knew which side of the bread was buttered. And they knew that if they told Rehoboam what he wanted to hear that they would stay in good with the new king.

And so instead of following the good advice that he had received from the elders, Rehoboam chose to follow that advice of these yes men.

In fact they would go on to advise him in 1 Kings 12:10-11: “…Tell these people who have said to you, 'Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke lighter'--tell them, 'My little finger is thicker than my father's waist. 11 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.'" 

And that is exactly what he did. And you can guess what happened.

The people of the north rebelled against him.

You see folks, our decisions have consequences. His decision had a consequence and ours do too.

Rehoboam made the very first of his bad decisions:
	He listened to the wrong counselors.

Now he didn’t have to do that. He was warned against it. His father Solomon wrote extensively about it.

In Proverbs 11:14 Solomon said: “For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure.”

Solomon also wrote in Proverbs 12:15 “The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.” [Good advice that is.]

Again in Proverbs 15:22 “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.” 

Finally in Ecclesiastes 4:13 “Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows how to take warning.”

So Rehoboam had all the advice he needed but he refused it.

So the people of the north rejected him as their king and they rebelled. 

And they said to themselves “you know there is another guy, who the prophet anointed, Jeroboam. Let’s make him our king.” 

So they made Jeroboam king over the northern tribes, Israel.

But we are told in 1 Kings 12:26-27: “Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David. 

27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam." 

So Jeroboam was afraid that the people would turn against him and go back to serving Rehoboam.

So he decided to make new places of worship, outside of Jerusalem for the people to worship. To keep them from going back into Jerusalem and maybe reunite with them.
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And here is where: 

Jeroboam made the first of his bad decisions.

He listened to the wrong councilors.

Does that sound familiar to you?

In 1 Kings 12:28 we read that “After seeking advice…”

Jeroboam sought councilors but the problem is he sought the wrong advice from the wrong people.

He had good advisors available to him. He could have gone to the prophet Ahijah [akh-ee-yah] who anointed him as king. Jeroboam could have gone to him as God’s man and asked; what should I do?

But no he sought the wrong advice so:
Jeroboam made the second of his bad decisions:
	He turned from God to idols!

As we read in the rest of 1 Kings 12:28: “…the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 

This is not the first time we have seen a golden calf is it. Just a little over two hundred years earlier Aaron did the same thing. 

The king Jeroboam was even warned. One time he went to one of these places he set up for worship and a prophet of the Lord came.

We don’t know what his name was, but this is what he said in 

1 Kings 13:1-3 “By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering. 2 He cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD: "O altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 'A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.'" 

3 That same day the man of God gave a sign: "This is the sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out." 

1 Kings 13:4-5 “When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, "Seize him!" 

But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 

5 Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of the LORD. 

So Jeroboam cried out to the prophet and to intercede on his behalf and ask God to heal him. And the prophet did pray for him and his had was restored. But his heart was not changed.

By the end of chapter 13, we read in 1 Kings 13:33-34 “ Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed priests for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the high places. 34 This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth.”

Jeroboams mind had been made up, he had made his decision. He was going to do things his own way. He was going to take matters into his own hands and protect his reign.

Until finally in 1 Kings 14:14-16 we read the words of the prophet Ahijah [akh-ee-yah] who says that: “The LORD will raise up for himself a king over Israel who will cut off the family of Jeroboam. 

This is the day! What? Yes, even now. [The groundwork for this is already being laid.]

15 And the LORD will strike Israel, so that it will be like a reed swaying in the water. He will uproot Israel from this good land that he gave to their forefathers and scatter them beyond the [Euphrates] River, because they provoked the LORD to anger by making Asherah poles. 16 And he will give Israel up because of the sins Jeroboam has committed and has caused Israel to commit." 

And that is exactly what will happen. In fact you are going to read more about this in a couple weeks when we get to chapter 16 of the Story.

Assyria, the nation to the north is gaining power and will swoop down and destroy the nation of Israel and will scatter them into the world.

Now as for Rehoboam the king of the south or Judah, he reigned for 17 years.
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But:
Rehoboam made the second of his bad decisions:
	He turned from God to idols!

It’s déjà vu all over again. In 1 Kings 14:22-24 we are told that: “Judah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they committed they stirred up his jealous anger more than their fathers had done. 

23 They also set up for themselves high places, sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading tree. 

24 There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 

So God sent a warning shot over the bow of the nation of Judah to tell them that unless they shape up they are going to have problems.

So in 1 Kings 14:25-26 we read that: “In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem. 26 He carried off the treasures of the temple of the LORD and the treasures of the royal palace. He took everything, including all the gold shields Solomon had made. 

God uses Egypt, Judah’s long time enemy to come in, take over Jerusalem and take plunder with them back to Egypt.

God is trying to get their attention. He is saying loud and clear. Folk! Turn around and follow my commands, do what is right!

You see folks, these guys had to make decisions. And they had to choose. 
Whose advice would they take? Would they take the advice of God or godly council? Or would that take the advice that the world has to offer?

They had to make a decision. Would they obey what God had asked them to do, do what God said they should do and follow his principles so they can be blessed by Him?

Or would they choose to do what they wanted to do? Side with the world and walk the world’s way, do what was convenient and comfortable and easy. This would mean that they would have to accept their consequences. 

Well Jeroboam in the north and Rehoboam in the south both chose poorly, they chose to pull away from God. 

Now I think that these guys thought well it really doesn’t matter. These decisions that I make they really doesn’t matter. 

But listen:
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Decisions have consequences! And sometimes they have long term consequences!

Our decisions have consequences. Sometimes those consequences are immediate. Sometimes they don’t show up for years. Sometimes the consequences will last for years.

We might say to ourselves things like; awe it’s just one time. Nobody will ever know. You know we are just so much in love. Everybody’s doing it. They won’t even miss that at the office.

A decision made, an action taken, but mark my words folks decisions have consequences. They always do, they always have and the always will.

I don’t know why you are so upset mom and dad; you lived together before you got married.

Mom, why are you upset with me for taking a drink? I’ve seen pictures of you back in college when you use too.

Well grandpa I’ve heard you use those same words.

Decisions have consequences.

Now we can’t undo some of the poor decisions we have already made. But we can admit that they were poor decisions and we can apologize to those who are living in the consequences of those decisions.

We can use them as teaching tools to teach future generations how the poor decisions that we made have cause consequences on others. Don’t make those same decisions.

And we can repent of those poor decisions and before the God in heaven, who through his divine grace through Jesus Christ has paid for ever one of those bad decisions, our sins and has washed us clean.  

But just because you are forgiven that doesn’t mean that there are no consequences. Decisions have consequences.

But here is where we need to really stop and think. Yes we live today with the consequence of our past decisions. 

But, what about our future decisions? How will we change the way we make our decisions in the future?

I’ve got a short video that I would like you to watch.

[Show video: A Million Little Choices]

A millions little choices, how are you going to make them. Are you going to follow the council and advice that the world offers?

Or will you seek godly council and then once you have will you act on the wisdom from above?

You bad decision will result in bad consequences. On the other hand, good decisions will result in good consequences.

Yesterday I had the prevailing and honor to be a part of Becky and Ryan’s wedding. And Dana and I were invited to join the wedding party at the rehearsal dinner on Friday night.

At one point in the dinner friends and family were invited to “roast” the bride and or groom. As I sat there and listen to their friends, many of them class mates I couldn’t help but think about all of the millions of little decisions that had to be made to bring this group of people together at this point in time, to share in this celebration.

Some of you may remember when Becky first went off to college. When she would come home for the weekends she would ask for prayer for a girl in her dorm who was an atheist. Many of you prayed for Becky’s friend.

Through Becky’s and Ryan and others in their Bible study, and the decisions of this group follow Christ, to take his council, and to love this girl and show her Christ in their lives, this young lady was not only Becky’s bridesmaid; she is Becky’s sister in Christ.

So let me ask one final question. What decisions will you make today about your future decisions? And who will you make them?
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